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West�ind Memor� Care is a new place desig�ed especially to enhance 
the day to day lives of those with Alzheimer’s or Dementia. West�ind was 
planned with small individual neighborhoods within a larger communit� 
to suppor� communication, socialization and meaning��l family-like ex�e-
riences. Our daily prog�am has integ�ated activities, to help maintain life 
skills and self care, including leisure and recreation. At West�ind each res-
ident’s dig�it�, individualit� and privacy are respected. Opening soon, our 
communit� is located at 160 Jewell St�eet, near the Santa Cr�z Elks Lodge.

RCFE License #435202516
www.WestWindMemoryCare.com

Now Taking Reservations       831-421-9100

Community News
Community Bridges 
Celebrates 40 Years of Service!
SANTA CRUZ COUNTy — Com-

munity Bridges is kicking off the agency’s 
celebration of 40 years serving the com-
munity, representing a journey to become 
one of Santa Cruz County’s largest non-
profits. The agency’s 10 human services 
programs include Meals on Wheels for 
Santa Cruz County, Lift Line, and its four 
family resource centers, among others. 
With twenty locations countywide, Com-
munity Bridges serves 27,000 local children, 
families and seniors each year.

When Sam Karp was hired in 1977 
as the Executive Director of Food & 
Nutrition Services (the former name of 
Community Bridges), he would not have 
predicted that 40 years later, the need for 
these services would still be in such high 
demand. “We believed then that hunger 
and poverty were political problems, not 
simply problems of individual or family 
circumstance,” said Karp. “We thought 
with enough political will, these conditions 
could be dramatically improved. Yet today, 

more than 40 million Americans 
still live in poverty.”

Over the past four decades, 
Community Bridges has main-
tained its core function of 
nutrition services and health care 
for the most vulnerable members 
of the community. Thanks to the 
dedicated support of the public, 
the agency’s programs have con-
tinued to expand to serve an even wider 
population, with recent mergers including 
Mountain Community Resources in Felton 
and Familia Center and Beach Flats Com-
munity Center in Santa Cruz.

“Throughout its history, Community 
Bridges has stood for equity, inclusiveness, 
support, and collaboration,” said Raymon 
Cancino, the fourth Chief Executive 
Director since Community Bridges was 
founded. “As we gear up for our next forty 
years, these values will continue to drive 
every decision we make. Although these 
are challenging times for many in our com-

munity, we know that by working 
together, anything is possible.”

Today, Community Bridges’ 
core services empower seniors 
to live with independence and 
dignity, increase access to medical 
care and quality nutrition, 
prevent child abuse through 
parent education and support, 
and work to close the academic 

achievement gap through subsidized 
preschool programs and free after-school 
and summer support for grade-school 
children.

“We’ll have some exciting announce-
ments about our agency’s future soon. For 
now, we hope you’ll join us in ensuring our 
next 40 years are even better than the first 
by helping us secure it through our agency 
endowment which was started last year,” 
Cancino said. n

•••
To learn more about Community Bridges, 

visit communitybridges.org.

Ray Cancino




